Resolution #08-02-04
 Social Security Eligibility for Tribal Council Members

WHEREAS; the Northwest Portland Area Indian Health Board (NPAIHB) is a tribal organization under P.L. 93-638 that represents forty- three Federally recognized Indian Tribes in Oregon, Washington, and Idaho and is dedicated to assisting and promoting the health needs and concerns of Indian people in the northwest; and 

WHEREAS, the Northwest Portland Area Indian Health Board is dedicated to assisting and promoting the health needs and concerns of Indian people; and

WHEREAS, the primary goal of the NPAIHB is to improve the health and quality of life of its member Tribes; and

WHEREAS, the tribal right to self government flows the inherent sovereignty of Indian tribes and nations and is recognized by the United States as part of the special government-to-government relationship between Indian Tribes and Nations and the United States; and  

WHEREAS, NPAIHB has recently been informed that the Social Security Administration (SSA) may take the position that tribal council members may be ineligible for retirement benefits even if they have been paying into the social security system; and

WHEREAS, such a result in an unconscionable hardship for many council members who have worked full-time for their memberships and have paid FICA contributions to the federal government for years; and

WHEREAS, based on an Internal Revenue Service ruling, the SSA has suggested that instead of coverage, FICA payments made only during the past four years by and for tribal council members will be reimbursed to them, even though in many instances, payments have been made for decades; and 
WHEREAS, council service for most tribes has progressed from a part-time activity compensated with a modest stipend, to a full-time (or more) job which precludes other employment, and the right to participate in social security program provides an essential protection to council members and their families; and

WHEREAS, most other contributor- funded government benefit programs permit those exempt from mandatory participation, including executives, to nonetheless opt in by making payments.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that NPAIHB does request that U.S. Congress quickly introduce and enact legislation that would fully credit all FICA payments previously made by Tribes and to permit Tribes to opt into and participate in the social security retirement program for council member salaries.

